
Credit Point Guide 
	 Credit points aren’t very straight forward to redeem, 
particularly reward flights. They over complicate the process to 
make sure that you aren’t taking advantage of their programs to 
extract the best value. Also many credit card gurus make it seem 
so seamless and easy to book these lucrative reward flights, but 
fail to mention how much of a headache this process can be. So 
this guide will help with starting you off and giving you the basis 
to obtain the most from your points.


	 There are a couple things to keep in mind with booking 
reward flights, keep in mind most airlines only release a 
HANDFUL of reward seats at a time. Reward flights don’t always 
have availability.


1)	 Book a Flight as far in advance as you can, ideally up to a 

YEAR

	 -Most airlines will release reward availability close to a YEAR 
in advance, usually 330+ days or so. Each airline is different, 
depending on reward programs you join and checking reward 
availability on other sites may differ. For example ANA reward 



program members are able to see reward flights further in 
advance than united members. Using the united reward calendar 
to look at flights could slightly limit you. 


2)	 Be extremely FLEXIBLE especially for LAST MINUTE flight 

reward availability and even destination AIRPORTS

	 -Most people hound after those flights year in advance 
flights mentioned above as they are ideally the only way to 
secure a safe flight and time. BUT as flights come closer to their 
dates there are good chances the airlines will release last minute 
seats to fill those spots. Each airline is different in how last 
minute they release reward seats, they are typically a couple 
weeks before the date.

	 -With reward availability being so limited you may need to 
be flexible and travel OUTSIDE your local airport to find reward 
flights, it isn’t uncommon where you are booking travel to get to 
your destination airport.




The Strategy


Booking: 

	 Since there is so much uncertainty with finding specific 
reward availability you’ll most likely want to take the first good 
deal you see. With this in mind 1 way flights are more likely 
booked, and return flights are booked later. It can be much 
harder to find round trip flights with this reward scarcity in mind, 
but you can see how this can be risky so plan accordingly!

	 People usually book these flights first and as the date 
approaches they will hold out for better reward seats. They tend 
to do this since reward space is so scarce, and its best to secure 
a flight and cancel that flight later if a better one pops up. Airlines 
differ, but they usually allow cancellations up to a couple days 
before the date for a small fee, typically $50. So its better to be 
safer than sorry with booking reward seats as they will get eaten 
up. 


	 On top of this scarcity it is not uncommon to look for flights 
outside of your local airport. It is best to find as close to direct or 
non stop flights as possible. If you’re from Oklahoma, your airport 
may not have a direct flight to Egypt for example. But looking at 
airline routes you can find that they do have one from Dallas 



airport. In the long run, even though you may need to find an 
additional flight to GET to your destination airport, it may still 
work out that its cheaper. In addition, larger airports such as 
Chicago, LA, NYC will tend to have more flights, and therefore 
reward seats available compared to other smaller airports. Be 
OPEN minded and flexible, even with airport cities. Look up flight 
routes to help narrow your search!


https://www.flightconnections.com/


Upgrading: 

	 On top of this idea of at least securing a  seat, people also 
will lower tier seats to hopefully UPGRADE their seat if the option 
or availability arises with points, such as premium economy to 
first class seats. Some airlines won’t let you upgrade from 
economy to business, it is usually one tier behind you can 
upgrade from.


Costs: 

	 Now you can certainly book economy seats and get great 
deals with points. But most reward seats don’t SOLELY cost 
points. They will charge points AND actual money, involving fees 

https://www.flightconnections.com/


for taxes, surcharges, fuel. You CAN’T pay for those fees in 
points, a reward seat may cost 80,000 in avoid points and $220 
in fees/surcharges. Some airlines such as united reward flights 
will cost HIGH value in points, but charge less in those fiat fees. 
Others will cost LESS in points, but may charge a lot in those fiat 
fees. Keeping this in mind you typically pay the same amount of 
taxes/fees no matter the seat class, so if you are expected to pay 
$220 in fees regardless you might as well try to get a business 
class seat than a economy seat for effectively the same fiat price. 


Transfer Partners and Bonuses: 

	 First you’ll need a high tier card that gives you access to 
transfer your points to partners, such as chase sapphire 
preferred, amex gold, etc…


	 Look up if your flight is covered under other airline reward 
programs. Many airlines are covered under various companies or 
their points are used in the same ecosystem. If you find a ANA 
flight you don’t need to book a reward flight through them 
directly through their own reward program. Looking it up, we can 
find that Virgin Atlantic covers ANA airlines, and they tend to offer 
ANA reward flights for CHEAPER points. So it would be of better 

http://Earn%2060,000%20bonus%20points%20with%20Chase%20Sapphire%20Preferred.%20I%20can%20be%20rewarded,%20learn%20more.%20https://www.referyourchasecard.com/6j/OH7130Y4NQ
http://Earn%2060,000%20bonus%20points%20with%20Chase%20Sapphire%20Preferred.%20I%20can%20be%20rewarded,%20learn%20more.%20https://www.referyourchasecard.com/6j/OH7130Y4NQ


value to transfer our points to VA to book an ANA flight for 
example. 


	 About every couple times a year, or every quarter transfer 
partner bonuses will be available where bonuses can be an extra 
20-30% of your points. This here is how you can really maximize 
your redemption value. Since you CAN’T transfer your points 
back this process can be risky. So typically you will want to WAIT 
to transfer your points. 




	 You want to find your reward flight first, call and reserve the 
flight. They usually will hold it for a day or two for you. THEN 
transfer your points over. Even if there is a bonus going on you 
still typically don’t want to throw your points in until you have the 
full confidence of booking your flight. Of course you can be risky 
and take advantage of these bonuses and just wait it out till the 
time comes, but many major partner airlines run transfer bonuses 
fairly frequent enough that you don’t need to take this risk.


Reward Sites and Calendars 

	 This is going to be the best tools for finding reward flights. 
As mentioned above, you can find better value using other 
reward programs to book other airline flights. For example, say 
you are booking an ANA flight, we can see that it is part of One 
Star Alliance, we see United is as well. Luckily, United’s reward 
calendar site can be used to find reward availability for other 
airlines. 


	 Airlines tend to make their reward program sites as 
unavailable and convoluted as possible to obviously make it 
harder for you to redeem and find great value reward flights. But 



some sites can be seriously advantageous such as reward 
calendars, allowing you to look at many available reward flight 
dates at once. United is one site that has this great feature, a 
reward calendar. So we can search for ANA reward availability 
very easily for example. When searching these sites, you’ll want 
to fill out the search settings to book with miles/points only, if you 
can’t find round trips then look for 1 ways.


https://www.united.com/en/us/book-flight/united-award-
travel 

	 In addition to this, use reward sites to track availability, put 
up alerts. Its hard to plan a specific date so be flexible and have 
a range of dates, in addition look at multiple potential airports. 
Once you have a destination in mind start using sites like 
seats.aero or seat spy to help you with finding reward availability. 
Be FLEXIBLE with airports and dates! This will help you find the 
best odds in finding a great value reward flight!


https://www.united.com/en/us/book-flight/united-award-travel
https://www.united.com/en/us/book-flight/united-award-travel
https://seats.aero/search?date=2023-07-16&additional_days=on&additional_days_num=7&origin=BOS&destination=SFO
https://www.seatspy.com/


Walkthrough 

	 Let’s book a flight from New Jersey to London. We know 
that we either have to be very flexible (last minute) or very 
scheduled in advance to book a reward business flight. So lets 
try to book one a couple weeks out from today July 26th.


1. First we will check for flights using the United reward calendar, 
booking with miles. You can put in flexible dates as well. We are 
hoping to look for a business seat, we will have better chances 1 
way (we will have to find a flight back, but will be similar 
process). 



2. Next we will look at the 30 day calendar to get a bigger scope, 
lets click on one of those green days August 16th. We will have 

good chances with reward availability there.


3. So we see a nonstop flight with business reward availability 
indicated with that “I” symbol indicating its business class 
(United Polaris Business). If you don’t see those symbols or its 



blank then that shows that isn’t a reward seat that can be 
booked. Keep mind of the flight details.




So we can’t book United reward flights unless we have a United 
credit card, so we can’t use our amex/chase points to directly 
transfer to united points. We will need to look for a relevant 
transfer partner that can BOOK available united reward flights. 
Looking at our reward transfer partner graph, we can see United 
and Air Canada are Star Alliance members. We can google and 



see that Air Canada points CAN book available united reward 
flights. We can see that we can transfer Amex Points to Air 
Canada. Do you see how there is a lot of “lateral” strategy here? 
We can’t transfer points from amex to United, but we can see 
that we can INDIRECTLY book United reward flights through 
transfer partners reward programs.


4. So lets go and search for this United reward flight on Air 
Canada’s site. We see that it DOES show reward availability and 
in small details that its “Operated by United Airlines.” So we can 
see its a UNITED flight, but since United and Air Canada are both 
under the same alliance, and can see it on Air Canada’s site that 
tells us we can book this flight via Air Canada. 


Let’s make sure this is the same flight as the one we looked at 
from United, we can see the details match. So this is the same 
exact flight. 




5. Now we know this is the flight we want to book let’s call and 
reserve the flight FIRST before we transfer our points. Better safe 
than sorry since these points can’t be transferred back. We’ll find 
the number from Air Canada and ask them to reserve that flight 
with the flight details we took note of. After that they usually hold 
the flight for at least a day or two, sometimes more. Now that we 
have that peace of mind, we can transfer our Amex points to 
Aeroplan (Air Canada). Sometimes there are 1:3 transfer bonuses 
so we can extract more value if at the right time. 


Now we can call up the agent and ask them to book with our 
newly transferred points. 




6. We can also use the same searching strategy or confirm with 
seats.aero, put in the relevant search settings and we can find 
our same reward flight.






Then we can click book with Air Canada and it will directly bring 
us to the site. 




Links: 

seats.aero


https://www.seatspy.com/


Referrals: 

Chase Sapphire Preferred (60k Offer) - https://
www.referyourchasecard.com/6j/OH7130Y4NQ


Business Amex Gold (60k Offer) - https://americanexpress.com/
en-us/referral/ALEXaCAHE1?xl=cp01


Business Amex Platinum (120k Offer) - https://
americanexpress.com/en-us/referral/ALEXaCuWmw?xl=cp01


*disclaimer: You don’t NEED the business amex cards to make 
use of transfer partners, the personal ones also have the same 
feature


https://seats.aero/search?date=2023-07-16&additional_days=on&additional_days_num=7&origin=BOS&destination=SFO
https://www.seatspy.com/
https://www.referyourchasecard.com/6j/OH7130Y4NQ
https://www.referyourchasecard.com/6j/OH7130Y4NQ
https://www.referyourchasecard.com/6j/OH7130Y4NQ

